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• Organisation of the European food 
and drink manufacturing industry

• Founded in 1982

• Based in Brussels, Belgium

• Reference point for EU and 
international institutions

FoodDrinkEurope



Members

25 Liaison Companies

27 EU Sector 
Associations

25 National 
Federations





A ‘perfect’ storm of cascading crises

Cost-of-living challenges; production distortions and shortages; 
global food, nutrition (and energy) insecurity  risk of increased 

hunger & social unrest



Impact on European food and drink sector

Inputs

• Agricultural raw materials

• Energy

• Packaging

Markets

• Distribution/sales channels

• Export restrictions 

• Logistical bottlenecks

Labour

• Workers mobility

• Skilled workforce

(Quantity, Quality, Price)

Supply chain distortions, economic and political ramifications



Short term: life-line support to keep food supply going

Short term measures

• Prioritisation of the agri-food sector for energy security
• Immediate financial support for food businesses
• Temporary flexibility (labelling, official controls, imports)
• Single Market action (“Green Lanes”)
• Push-back on export bans and restrictions
• Reducing administrative burden for food companies



The way out: achieving food systems which are 
resilient and sustainable

1. Prioritise agri-food

2. Build in ‘crisis’ trigger mechanisms in EU and national policy to ensure flexible sourcing

3. Urgently reduce dependency on fossil fuels, fertilisers and other inputs, while proactively developing and stimulating – including 
through positive fiscal stimulus – a solutions toolbox for alternatives, keeping up productivity and yields

4. Unlock and re-direct public and private investment towards increased sustainability in food systems (not limited to agriculture)
• Faster research and innovation-to-market
• Regenerative agriculture central in EU and national agricultural strategies
• True circular economy for food and drink packaging 

5. Speed up the full integration of the Single Market

6. Facilitate the digital transition and increase the attractiveness of work in the agri-food sector

7. Closely monitor Unfair Trading Practices (UTPs) across the food supply chain and extend the scope of the UTP Directive

8. Promote the concept of diversification and diversity integrally in EU food (related) policies

9. Show political and economic leadership at the global stage, creating opportunities for trade, business and aid.



The EU food sustainability agenda: why should companies care?

(Quantity, Quality, Price)

1. Consumer trend

2. Citizens’ expectation

3. Regulatory direction

4. Building business resilience 
& competitiveness



Innovation “from Farm to Fork” to support environmental, social 
and economic sustainability

(Quantity, Quality, Price)



• NGTs can provide valuable potential to improve different traits of crops, plant raw materials and ingredients. 

• If European food business operators do not have access to NGTs, there will be a competitive disadvantage on 
export markets and eventually also on the EU market due to lack of detection possibility.

• It will be important that consumers understand the benefits of NGTs brought by new policy options and 
where NGTs have been applied. This is possible without having to rely on blanket labelling provisions.

• A new regulatory framework should: 
• pave the way for NGTs to develop more resilient plant crops
• take a differentiated regulatory approach
• where required, perform a proportionate yet thorough, pre-market safety assessment followed by 

timely authorisation of food which is produced by novel technologies
• encourage further research and innovation
• be SME-friendly for appropriate uptake

Innovation for Good: the example of New Genomic Techniques (NGTs)



Concluding remarks

(Quantity, Quality, 

Price)

• Agri-food (systems) must be prioritised to ensure we will 

be able to feed a growing population continuously and 

sustainably

• Long-term food security, sustainability and competitiveness 

can go hand-in-hand, but must be enabled

• Drivers: Investment – Innovation – Partnership

• Accelerated transition to sustainable food systems requires a 

solutions-driven, systems approach to innovation

• No time to waste!
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